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AIAS News June 2010 concerning the AIAS 2010 event at Tafa,

Tianjin, China

Body

On June 14th a special meeting was organized, at the Sandberg Institute in Amsterdam, to discuss

and develop the program for the AIAS 2010 event on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of AIAS

at TAFA in Tianjin, China. It was attended by:

- Vice-President Yu Shi-Hong and Meng Jialing (TAFA Foreign Affairs Office) of Tianjin

Academy of fine arts

- Young-jin Kang, Emeritus-President and Chang-hyun Kwon from Kaywon School of Art and

Design,

- Peter Sonderen, AIAS president, and Margret Wibmer, AIAS chief ambassador from ArtEZ

Institute of the Arts (AKI) Enschede

- Ben Zegers, Director of Education and Steven Jongejan, Secretary of the Board of the

Gerrit Rietveld Academie

- Els Nieuwenhuis, AIAS Secretary General.

The reason to have this meeting was to find out how we could set up a program that could answer

the wish of the AIAS discussion groups during the last annual event in Falmouth in November

2009 to bring the theoretical part of the meeting to the students.

To approach one of the most important objectives of AIAS: thinking and working together, we

propose that all participants of the AIAS 2010 event should join both workshops and lectures.

This means that also the presidents and staff members participate in the workshops ‘kite

making’. These joint activities will lead to more understanding between the participants. The

workshops take place from Monday 18th till Friday 22nd of October.

We asked the member schools to propose a theoretical expert of their school to take part in the

lectures of the theoretical meetings, that has been named: ‘Kites of Different Skies’, to

discuss the philosophical meaning of kites for each culture represented in AIAS. The editors

will make a selection. Also the lecturers join the workshops. also the AIAS editors will be

invited to be an active part of these preparatory exchanges of ideas.

In the program time is reserved on Thursday the 21st of October for a Round Table Discussion

about plans and ideas regarding activities of AIAS. This will be prepared in so-called side

events by the AIAS ambassadors.

Next the schools are invited to prepare a PowerPoint presentation of their school (10 minutes

max.) for the ‘meet and greet’ on Monday October 18th. You will find the program under

‘Activities’ ath this site. Margret Wibmer will get in touch with the ambassador of your school

in order to prepare the workshops with your students and the staff members selected to

participate in the event.

This year the AIAS-Prize-of-Honour will be chosen from the kites made during the workshops by

the participating AIAS students. Although also directors, professors and staff members

participate in the workshop, only students can take part in the AIAS prize competition.

A more detailed program, an introduction video of Tianjin city and the application form to join

the AIAS event will be on the TAFA website approx. 24th of June.
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